
2018 SUMMER READING LIST FOR 3/4th Grade 
 
 
 
SCHOOL STORIES  
 
Please Write in This Book (MHL Winner 2012) 
By Amato, Mary 
When 4th grade teacher Ms. Wurtz leaves a blank book in the Writer's Corner with a note 
encouraging those who find it to "talk to each other" in its pages, the student's entries spark a 
classroom-wide battle. 
 
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing (Fudge #1) 
by Judy Blume  
Life with his little brother, Fudge, makes Peter Hatcher feel like a fourth grade nothing. Whether 
Fudge is throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe store, smearing mashed potatoes on the walls at 
Hamburger Heaven, or trying to fly, he’s never far from trouble. He’s an almost three-year-old 
terror who gets away with everything, and Peter’s had it up to here!When Fudge walks off with 
Dribble, Peter’s pet turtle, it’s the last straw. Peter has put up with Fudge for too long. Way too 
long! How can he get his parents to pay attention to him for a change? 
 
Math Curse 
by: Jon Scieszka 
Jon Scieszka, a former teacher and a popular author for boys, presents a hilarious read for 
anyone who suffers from a math phobia. Imagine how you would feel if your math teacher told 
you, “You can think of everything as a math problem.” Would your head immediately start 
hurting? Would your heart start to race? Spend the day with a girl who wakes up one morning to 
find that every event in her life has been reduced to some sort of math problem. Have fun 
solving the problems she encounters, and see if you agree that she has been cursed! 
 
Fractions in Disguise: A Math Mystery 
 By Edward Einhorn 
 When a valuable fraction goes missing, George Cornelius Factor (a.k.a. GCF) vows to track it 
down. Knowing that the villainous Dr. Brok likes to disguise his ill-begotten fractions, GCF 
invents a Reducer—a tool that strips away the disguise, reducing the fraction and revealing its 
true form. Equal parts of action and humor add up to a wholly entertaining introduction to 
simplifying fractions. 
 
The Crossover 
by Alexander Kwame 
Written in verse, The Crossover is a Newbery Medal-winning book about an African-American 
family featuring a basket-ball playing male protagonist.  Kwame’s book will appeal to readers 
who love sports, hip-hop, jazz and good story-telling. This poignant coming-of-age novel centers 



on the complex bonds of twin brothers in a sports-loving family, exploring their challenges on 
the basketball court, in school, and at home 
 
NATURE 
 
Gaia Girls: Enter the Earth 
by: Lee Welles 
Like eco-Nancy Drews, the characters of the Gaia Girls series will appeal to girls ready to take 
on modern-day environmental challenges. Gaia Girls: Enter the Earth is the first in the series 
and introduces Elizabeth, who possesses the power of “earth” — the ability to work with and 
command soil, trees and creatures in the soil. Illustrated throughout, this chapter book is for 
more mature fourth-grade readers, as it does not pull any punches when taking on subjects like 
factory farming. Highly recommended for its compelling story and sensitivity to current issues. 
 
The Talking Earth 
by Jean Craighead George 
Billie Wind lives with her Seminole tribe. She follows their customs, but the dangers of pollution 
and nuclear war she's learned about in school seem much more real to her. How can she 
believe the Seminole legends about talking animals and earth spirits? She wants answers, not 
legends."You are a doubter,"say the men of the Seminole Council and so Billie goes out into the 
Everglades alone, to stay until she can believe. In the wilderness, she discovers that she must 
listen to the land and animals in order to survive. With an otter, a panther cub, and a turtle as 
companions and guides, she begins to understand that the world of her people can give her the 
answers she seeks. 
 
When Green Becomes Tomatoes: Poems for All Seasons 
by Julie Fogliano 
Flowers blooming in sheets of snow make way for happy frogs dancing in the rain. Summer 
swims move over for autumn sweaters until the snow comes back again. In Julie Fogliano's 
skilled hand and illustrated by Julie Morstad's charming pictures, the seasons come to life in this 
gorgeous and comprehensive book of poetry. 
 
CLASSIC STORIES  
 
 
Little House in the Big Woods 
by: Laura Ingalls Wilder, . 
Little House In The Big Woods is a classic reborn with great illustrations by Garth Williams. New 
readers and those familiar with Laura Ingalls and her family will love following along as Laura 
takes them through a year in the life of the little family of pioneers. This story is a 
straightforward, fun read with a child’s look into the life of a pioneer. It’s great to see Laura and 
her sisters take simple pleasure in playing with their dolls, making homemade goodies and 
listening to their father’s stories. Laura Ingalls is a kid who loves to help her family, is afraid of 



wolves and hates her “boring” brown hair. She lives in a little house in the big woods where she 
and her siblings work hard at their many chores, mind their ma and pa, go to school all in one 
room and have lots of frontier adventures. 
 
James and the Giant Peach 
By Roald Dahl 
After James Henry Trotter's parents are tragically eaten by a rhinoceros, he goes to live with his 
two horrible aunts, Spiker and Sponge. Life there is no fun, until James accidentally drops some 
magic crystals by the old peach tree and strange things start to happen. The peach at the top of 
the tree begins to grow, and before long it's as big as a house. Inside, James meets a bunch of 
oversized friends—Grasshopper, Centipede, Ladybug, and more. With a snip of the stem, the 
peach starts rolling away, and the great adventure begins! 
 
 
Bunnicula  
By Jame Howe 
Harold the dog thinks the Monroes' new pet rabbit is just a cute little bunny. But when the 
vegetables in the Monroes' kitchen start turning white, Chester the cat is worried. Could 
Bunnicula be a vampire bunny? Chester will stop at nothing to protect the Monroes and their 
vegetables from the threat 
 
Pippi Longstocking  
by Astrid Lindgren 
Tommy and his sister Annika have a new neighbor, and her name is Pippi Longstocking. She 
has crazy red pigtails, no parents to tell her what to do, a horse that lives on her porch, and a 
flair for the outrageous that seems to lead to one adventure after another! 
 
Star Girl 
By Henry Winterfeld  
Science fiction and space travel take a sprightly turn," declared Kirkus Reviews of this illustrated 
tale of a girl who tumbles to Earth from her father's spaceship. The young alien encounters a 
group of children eager to help her find her way home, but the kids will have to defy the 
unbelieving grown-ups. 
Years ahead of its time, Star Girl was originally published in the 1950s, when interest in space 
travel and extraterrestrials was approaching new levels. Since then, the book has become a 
beloved cult classic. This new edition offers the next generation of young readers an ideal 
introduction to the imaginative delights of science fiction. 
 
 
ADVENTURE  
 
Navigating Early 
By Claire Vanderpool 



When Jack Baker’s father sends him from his home in Kansas to attend a boys’ boarding school 
in Maine, Jack doesn’t know what to expect. Certainly not Early Auden, the strangest of boys. 
Early keeps to himself, reads the number pi as a story, and refuses to accept truths others take 
for granted. Jack, feeling lonely and out of place, connects with Early, and the two become 
friends.  
 
During a break from school, the boys set out for the Appalachian Trail on a quest for a great 
black bear. As Jack and Early travel deeper into the mountains, they meet peculiar and 
dangerous characters, and they make some shocking discoveries. But their adventure is only 
just beginning. Will Jack’s and Early’s friendship last the journey? Can the boys make it home 
alive? 
 
The Contest: Everest #1 
by: Gordon Korman - 
In The Contest, the first installment of Gordon Korman’s Everest trilogy, 20 young mountaineers 
vie for four spots on Summit Quest — the world’s youngest team to ascend Mt. Everest. As 
climbers are cut from the team, tensions build, personalities clash and the remaining hopefuls 
struggle to deal with their own fears and weaknesses. This gripping story will have readers 
holding their breath — especially since we know from the prologue that one of the climbers 
doesn’t make it off the mountain 
 
Wildwood 
By COLIN MELOY and   CARSON ELLIS 
Prue McKeel's life is ordinary. At least until her brother is abducted by a murder of crows and 
taken to the Impassable Wilderness, a dense, tangled forest on the edge of Portland. No one's 
ever gone in—or at least returned to tell of it. 
So begins an adventure that will take Prue and her friend Curtis deep into the Impassable 
Wilderness. There they uncover a secret world in the midst of violent upheaval—a world full of 
warring creatures, peaceable mystics, and powerful figures with the darkest intentions. And 
what begins as a rescue mission becomes something much greater, as the two friends find 
themselves entwined in a struggle for the very freedom of this wilderness. A wilderness the 
locals call Wildwood. 
 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 
By Grace Lin  
In the valley of Fruitless mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a ramshackle hut with her 
parents. In the evenings, her father regales her with old folktales of the Jade Dragon and the 
Old Man of the Moon, who knows the answers to all of life's questions. Inspired by these stories, 
Minli sets off on an extraordinary journey to find the Old Man of the Moon to ask him how she 
can change her family's fortune. She encounters an assorted cast of characters and magical 
creatures along the way, including a dragon who accompanies her on her quest for the ultimate 
answer. 
This is a wonderous novel with an epic journey and memorable characters in the tradition of The 



Wizard of Oz. From the beautiful design and the breathtaking full-color illustrations throughout, 
to the gentle humor and touching prose, this book is truly a gem.  
 
.Wild Wings 
by Gill Lewis 
The reader takes an adventure with Callum while he tries to keep a promise to a girl and an 
endangered bird. Set in modern Ireland, it is a suspenseful story that explores grief, survival and 
respect for the natural world. 
 
Non Fiction  
 
The Inventors of Lego Toys 
by Erin Hagar, illustration by Paige Garrison 
This informational book rocks! It’s well-written, nicely illustrated, and very interesting! Learn the 
history of Ole Kirk Christiansen and his start as a woodworker. From yo-yos to plastic bricks to 
LEGO now, this is one of the best nonfiction books I’ve seen. Highly recommended. 
 
Tree of Life : The Incredible Biodiversity... 
(Part of the CitizenKid Series) 
by Rochelle Strauss 
If every known species on Earth were a leaf on a tree, that tree would have 1 750 000 leaves. 
Since humans count for just one leaf on the tree, we have a lot to learn about the millions of 
other forms of life with which we share the world. A dazzlingly illustrated and child-friendly 
introduction to biodiversity, Tree of Life shows how living things are classified into five kingdoms 
--- and how each has much to tell us about all aspects of life on our planet. Tree of Life is part of 
CitizenKid: A collection of books that inform children about the world and inspire them to be 
better global citizens. 
 
Let Them Play 
By Margot Theis Raven 
Segregated Charleston, SC, 1955: There are 62 official Little League programs in South 
Carolina -- all but one of the leagues is composed entirely of white players. The Cannon Street 
YMCA All-Stars, an all-black team, is formed in the hopes of playing in the state's annual Little 
League Tournament. What should have been a time of enjoyment, however, turns sour when all 
of the other leagues refuse to play against them and even pull out of the program. As the only 
remaining Little League team in the state, Cannon Street was named state winner by default, 
giving the boys a legitimate spot in the Little League Baseball World Series held in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania. While the Cannon Street team is invited to the game as guests, they are not 
allowed to participate since they have not officially "played" and won their state's tournament. 
Let Them Play takes its name from the chant shouted by the spectators who attended the World 
Series final. Author Margot Theis Raven recounts the inspiring tales of the Cannon Street 
All-Stars as they arrived in Williamsport, PA and never got the chance to play for the title thanks 
to the bigotry and ignorance of the South Carolina teams. Winning by forfeit, the Cannon 



Streeters were subsequently not allowed to participate in Williamsburg because they had not 
"played" their way into the tournament. Let Them Play is an important civil rights story in 
American history with an even more important message about equality and tolerance. It's a tale 
of humanity against the backdrop of America's favorite pastime that's sure to please fans of the 
sport and mankind. This summer will mark the 50th year since the fans' shouts of Let Them Play 
fell on deaf ears and 14 boys learned a cruel lesson in backwards politics and prejudice. This 
book can help teach us a new lesson and assure something like this never happens again. 
 
Marching with Aunt Susan: Susan B. Anthony and the Fight for Women's Suffrage 
By Claire Rudolf Murphy 
An inspiring story of the fight for women's suffrage, based on the experiences of a real girl. All 
Bessie wants is to go hiking with her father and brothers. But it's 1896, and girls don't get to 
hike. They can't vote either, which Bessie discovers when Susan B. Anthony comes to town to 
help lead the campaign for women's suffrage. Stirred to action, Bessie joins the movement and 
discovers that small efforts can result in small changes-- and maybe even big ones. Inspired by 
the diary of the real Bessie Keith Pond, a ten-year-old girl who lived in California during the 
suffrage campaign, author Claire Rudolf Murphy and illustrator Stacey Schuett offer a 
thought-provoking introduction to the fight for women's rights. A story of hope and 
determination, Marching with Aunt Susan reminds readers that society cannot evolve unless 
people--even young people--dare to take a stand. 
 
 


