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SUMMER READING FOR 5TH & 6TH GRADE BOYS 
 

 

 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret  
by Brian Selznick  
   Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on 

secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who 

runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A cryptic 

drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo's dead father form the 

backbone of this intricate, tender, and spellbinding mystery. 

 

Where Things Come Back  
by John Corey Whaley 

Winner of the 2012 Michael L. Printz and William C. Morris Awards, this poignant and hilarious story 

of loss and redemption “explores the process of grief, second chances, and even the meaning of life” 

(Kirkus Reviews). 
    In the remarkable, bizarre, and heart-wrenching summer before Cullen Witter’s senior year of high school, he is forced 

to examine everything he thinks he understands about his small and painfully dull Arkansas town. His cousin overdoses; 

his town becomes absurdly obsessed with the alleged reappearance of an extinct woodpecker; and most troubling of all, 

his sensitive, gifted fifteen-year-old brother, Gabriel, suddenly and inexplicably disappears. 

     Meanwhile, the crisis of faith spawned by a young missionary’s disillusion in Africa prompts a frantic search for 

meaning that has far-reaching consequences. As distant as the two stories initially seem, they are woven together through 

masterful plotting and merge in a surprising and harrowing climax. 

     This extraordinary tale from a rare literary voice finds wonder in the ordinary and illuminates the hope of second 

chances. 

 

The Wednesday Wars  
by Gary D. Schmidt  

   In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt offers an unforgettable antihero. The Wednesday Wars is a 

wonderfully witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s mishaps and adventures over the course of the 1967–68 

school year in Long Island, New York.  

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday afternoons with his 

teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. 

Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But everyone has bigger things to 

worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his business 

depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully demanding cream 

puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow 

tights! As fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places 

and musters up the courage to embrace his destiny, in spite of himself. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Brian-Selznick/e/B001HMLFMM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.johncoreywhaley.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Gary-D.-Schmidt/e/B001H6Q63Q/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Twerp  
by Mark Goldblatt  
   Julian Twerski isn't a bully. He's just made a big mistake. So when he returns to school after a weeklong suspension, his 

English teacher offers him a deal: if he keeps a journal and writes about the terrible incident that got him and his friends 

suspended, he can get out of writing a report on Shakespeare. Julian jumps at the chance. And so begins his account of life 

in sixth grade--blowing up homemade fireworks, writing a love letter for his best friend (with disastrous results), and 

worrying whether he's still the fastest kid in school. Lurking in the background, though, is the one story he can't bring 

himself to tell, the one story his teacher most wants to hear. 

 

The Toothpaste Millionaire  
by Jean Merrill  
   Likable, clever, and inventive sixth-graders Rufus Mayflower and Kate Mackinstrey develop and sell toothpaste to 

become millionaires in just one year! This fun, breezy story includes many real-life mathematical problems which the 

characters must solve to succeed in their budding business. 

 

What Color Is My World?: The Lost History of African-American Inventors 
by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar  

   Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, basketball legend and the NBA's alltime leading scorer, champions a lineup of 

little-known African-American inventors in this lively, kid-friendly book. 
   Did you know that James West invented the microphone in your cell phone? That Fred Jones invented the refrigerated 

truck that makes supermarkets possible? Or that Dr. Percy Julian synthesized cortisone from soy, easing untold people's 

pain? These are just some of the black inventors and innovators scoring big points in this dynamic look at several unsung 

heroes who shared a desire to improve people's lives. Offering profiles with fast facts on flaps and framed by a funny 

contemporary story featuring two feisty twins, here is a nod to the minds behind the gamma electric cell and the ice-cream 

scoop, improvements to traffic lights, open-heart surgery, and more - inventors whose ingenuity and perseverance against 

great odds made our world safer, better, and brighter. 

 

Travel Team by Mike Lupica 

The #1 Bestseller! 
   Twelve-year-old Danny Walker may be the smallest kid on the basketball court -- but don't tell him that. Because no one 

plays with more heart or court sense. But none of that matters when he is cut from his local travel team, the very same 

team his father led to national prominence as a boy. Danny's father, still smarting from his own troubles, knows Danny 

isn't the only kid who was cut for the wrong reason, and together, this washed-up former player and a bunch of never-say-

die kids prove that the heart simply cannot be measured. 

   For fans of The Bad News Bears, Hoosiers, the Mighty Ducks, and Mike Lupica's other New York Times bestselling 

novels Heat, The Underdogs, and Million-Dollar Throw, here is a book that proves that when the game knocks you 

down, champions stand tall. 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Mark-Goldblatt/e/B0044AYY54/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Jean-Merrill/e/B000APNTU8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Kareem-Abdul-Jabbar/e/B000APM058/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Middle School The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson 
   Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of middle school into the mix. 

Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever, if only he can pull it off: With his best friend Leonardo the Silent 

awarding him points, Rafe tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in class-

5,000 points! Running in the hallway-10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm-50,000 points! But when Rafe's game starts to 

catch up with him, he'll have to decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's finally ready to face the rules, bullies, and 

truths he's been avoiding.  Blockbuster author James Patterson delivers a genuinely hilarious-and surprisingly poignant-

story of a wildly imaginative, one-of-kind kid that you won't soon forget. 

Game Over (Daniel X) 
by James Patterson   
   When Daniel X discovers that a duo of evil extraterrestrials is plotting to control kids around the world through 

videogames, he's determined to take them both out of commission. This pair of wicked game masters wants to destroy the 

human race by turning brainwashed videogamers into an unstoppable army of doom! They're also running an endangered 

species hunting club on the side, and their next target is none other than Daniel. He'll have no choice but to turn to the 

aliens' rebellious son who needs help to stand up to his malicious parents. But can Daniel trust the progeny of this 

treacherous twosome? Or will it be "Game Over" for the alien hunter? 

 

Tuck Everlasting 
by Natalie Babbit  
   Doomed to―or blessed with―eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family wanders about trying to 

live as inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret, the Tucks 

take her home and explain why living forever at one age is less a blessing that it might seem. Complications arise when 

Winnie is followed by a stranger who wants to market the spring water for a fortune. 
 

The Call of the Wild  
by Jack London  
   Buck, who is shipped to the Klondike to be trained as a sled dog, eventually reverts to his primitive, wolflike 
ancestry. He then undertakes an almost mythical journey, abandoning the safety of his familiar world to 
encounter danger, adventure, and fantasy. When he is transformed into the legendary "Ghost Dog" of the 
Klondike, he has become a true hero. --The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature 
 

Where the Red Fern Grows  
by Wilson Rawls   
   Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to save up enough money for two 

pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It doesn’t matter that times are tough; together they’ll roam 

the hills of the Ozarks. 

Soon Billy and his hounds become the finest hunting team in the valley. Stories of their great achievements spread 

throughout the region, and the combination of Old Dan’s brawn, Little Ann’s brains, and Billy’s sheer will seems 

unbeatable. But tragedy awaits these determined hunters—now friends—and Billy learns that hope can grow out of 

despair, and that the seeds of the future can come from the scars of the past. 

 

http://www.jamespatterson.com/
http://www.amazon.com/James-Patterson/e/B000APZGGS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Natalie+Babbit&search-alias=books&field-author=Natalie+Babbit&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jack+London&search-alias=books&text=Jack+London&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/Wilson-Rawls/e/B001HMWPEY/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Bud, Not Buddy  
by Christopher Paul Curtis   

The Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott King Award-winning classic about a boy who decides to hit the 

road to find his father—from Christopher Paul Curtis, author of The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963, 

a Newbery and Coretta Scott King Honoree. 
 It’s 1936, in Flint Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy on the run, but Bud’s got 

a few things going for him: 

1. He has his own suitcase full of special things. 

2. He’s the author of Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a    Better Liar Out of 

Yourself. 

3. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers advertising Herman E. Calloway and his 

famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!! 

 Bud’s got an idea that those flyers will lead him to his father. Once he decides to hit the road to find this mystery man, 

nothing can stop him—not hunger, not fear, not vampires, not even Herman E. Calloway himself. 

 

Hoot  
by Carl Hiaasen   
Roy Eberhardt is the new kid--again. This time around it's Trace Middle School in humid Coconut Grove, Florida. But it's 

still the same old routine: table by himself at lunch, no real friends, and thick-headed bullies like Dana Matherson pushing 

him around. But if it wasn't for Dana Matherson mashing his face against the school bus window that one day, he might 

never have seen the tow-headed running boy. And if he had never seen the running boy, he might never have met tall, 

tough, bully-beating Beatrice. And if he had never met Beatrice, he might never have discovered the burrowing owls 

living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole Avenue. And if he had never discovered the owls, he probably would have 

missed out on the adventure of a lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the scope of the universe. 

Because if it wasn't for Dana Matherson... 

 

The Lion's Paw  
by Robb White  
The Lion's Paw is the story of three kids Nick 9, Penny 13, brother and sister,who run away from the orphanage, and Ben 

15, who owns the sloop on which they hide. Ben's uncle is about to sell the boat because Ben's father has been long 

missing in action and believed dead. Ben escapes with the orphans on the sloop and the adventure begins. As soon as the 

lines are cast off their lives and the sloop are under their own control. They blend their skills and strengths to overcome all 

sorts of new challenges and hardships to escape their perusers. The crew of the Lion's Paw learn to trust each other, work 

as a team, ignore pain, have fun and never give up! (A good plan for life!!) Each of the characters have qualities young 

people can admire. Nick the youngest takes the responsibility of steering the boat at night so the others can sleep and 

fights the alligator in spite of his fear. Penny carries the paint and rows the dinghy without complaint, because it must be 

done. Ben the oldest, knows about the boat and what they must do to escape, he is wise, strong and caring beyond his 

years. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Christopher-Paul-Curtis/e/B001H6WB1M/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Carl-Hiaasen/e/B000AQ2LMO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Robb-White/e/B001HP0R96/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

